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which have been woven into tiadition as fbe^ appeared to the loves 01 hatreds of passionate admirers or enemies Of such times we know nothing, save the broad results as they are measured from century to centuiy, with here and there some indestructible pebble, some law, some fragment of remarkable poetry which has resisted decomposition These periods are the proper subject of the philosophic his-tonan, and to him we leave them But there are others, a few, at which intellectual activity was as great as it is now, with its written records surviving, in which the passions, the opinions, the ambitions of the age, aie all before us, wheie the actors in the great drama speak then own thoughts m their own words, where we heai their enemies denounce them and then filends piaise them, wheie we aie om-selves plunged amidst the hopes and feais of the hour, to feel the conflicting emotions and to sympathize in the struggles which again seem, to live and here philosophy is at fault Philosophy, when we are face to face with real men, is as powerless as over the Iliad or King Lear The overmastering human interest transcends explanation We do not sit in judgment on the light or the wrong, we do not seek out causes to account for what takes place, feeling too conscious of the inadequacy of our analysis. We see human beings possessed by different impulses, and woikmg out a preordained lesult, as the subtle f01 ces drive each along the path marked out for him, and history becomes the moie impressive to us wheie it least immediately instructs
With such vividness, with such transparent clearness the age stands before us of Cato and Pompey, of Cicero and Julius Cassar; the more distinctly be-